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202 225 5376 REP. JIM LANBEVIN

Comaress uf Hie Woited States
Washiugtme, THE 20515

April 28, 2006

The Honorable Bill Young, Chairman
Subcommitiee on Defense
Comimittee on Appropriations

H-149, The Capitol

Washingtor, DC 20315

Dear Chairman Young:

We respectfully ask you to add $400 million for advanced procurement fo the \
nuclear altack submarine program in the Fiscal Year 2007 defense appropriatio
bills, The funding would be used 10 accelerate the dual-production of VIRGIN
Producing two VIRGINIA SSNs per year before 2012 will increase readiness, 1
help stabilize the submarine industrial base, which is now in crisis.

The attack submarine fleet is overstretched today, and the propesed 30-year shi
produce enough SSNi to meet the Navy's stated requirements. According to 1
capacity, the current SSN fleet can fulfill only about 60 percent of the Combat
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requests. This trend is worsening as a declining SSN force level requires a pregter level of risk for our

submariners and our Natiop.

Industry can achieve significant VIRGINIA Class cost reductions through volu
Congress funds two-per-ycar sooner than 2012, The initial cost cstimates for V)
build-rate of two-per-year starting in 2002, To date, we have failed to meet thig
devastating offects on our industrial base and national security. Accelerating V
will save the Navy approximately $200 million por submarice.

In addivion, accelerating dual-production of VIRGINIA will begin to address ar
that threatens U.S. subsurface dominance, Ounly through increased volume can
submarine industrial capacity of designers, builders and suppliers that is at high
unraveled,

We look forward to working with you to add $400 million for VIRGINIA Clas:
to the FY07 defense appropriations and authorization bills. Thank you for your
imporant matter.
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